
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT MEETING:  Sunday, January 14, 2018  2 PM 

Division 1 

Calendar of Events 

Sunday, January 14 

AOH Monthly Meeting 

AOH Hall 2 PM 

 

Sunday, January 14 

Ireland’s 32 Early Bird 

Drawing  

AOH Hall 4 PM 

 

Sunday, January 14 

LIVE MUSIC by 

The Blowins 

From Dingle, County 

Kerry (after the drawing) 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

I would like to thank Past President Thomas Flynn and our outgoing board for their 

tearless efforts in promoting our AOH and our goals of friendship Unity and 

Christian Charity. 

In an effort to promote new membership the Louis E Allen Memorial Junior 

Division 1 was formed. 

Vice President Billy Coffey will be overseeing getting their national charter and 

leading them in their expansion.   

Treasure Thomas McCarty has been appointed Dinner Dance Chairman and will 

organize our 50th anniversary celebration.  He is looking for ideas and locations. 

He is currently thinking of an afternoon event to make it easier for our older 

members to attend the event.   

Our Immediate Past President Thomas Flynn and Past President George 

Anderson will continue to organize and run our Memorial Mass at St. Anastasia 

RC Church in Harriman with our Chaplin Fr. Michael Keane for Joseph D Duelk 

KIA day June 14th 1968 whom our AOH Division is named in memory of. We will 

also honor and pray for 1st Lt. Louis E Allen KIA June 8th 2005 and whom our 

AOH Jr. Division is named in memory of. We will be working with our Jr. Division 

the LAOH and LAOH Juniors to assist at the mass. 

Recording Secretary George Anderson is working on correcting our email list and 

website and is developing a newsletter to be mailed out to our members who may 

not have email. 

We will be ordering a bus for the NYC St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Saturday March 

17th a signup sheet will be placed in the hall or call Tom McCarthy at 845-800-

1561. 

Our efforts to recruit new members continue, we want our children and 

grandchildren to join our organization and take us into the future. Please bring 

them up and show them the place as they probably haven’t been here since they 

were much younger. We have renovated all the bathrooms and now the kitchen. 

We have musical events for them and a warm inviting bar they can share with all 

their new brothers and sisters. Please bring them up on January 14th after our 

meeting we will hold the Irelands 32 Early Bird Raffle at 4 PM followed by LIVE 

MUSIC with a band all the way from Dingle in County Kerry Ireland the Blowins will 

play for us. 

In our motto, 

Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity. 

Neil O’Riordan 

 

2018 AOH Dues are due! 

$40 Annual Dues 

$100 JDJ Building Fund 

(JDJ Corp will pay you 

annual dues) 

$125 AOH Dues, Building 

Fund Contribution and 

Fleming Scholarship 

Contribution 

 



           

 

Division Events 

AOH Christmas Party and Annual Awards 

   

 

Wreath Laying by Juniors, for Lt. Lou Allen 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit our Website at aohdiv1.org.  Newsletter submissions may be mailed to 

recordingsecretary@aohdiv1.org 

 

  

1st Lt. Lou Allen Memorial 

Award, Juniors Division 

President Declan DeBold. 

A great time was had by all, thanks to our musical entertainment 

from Roddy and Carol and the great work of our Bartender and 

Hibernian Man of the Year Kevin Gannon! 

 

  

Jack Quinn Memorial Hibernian of the 

Year Award presented to Kevin Gannon 

by Jimmy Quinn 

Hibernian Family of the Year  

The Deegan Family 

THANK YOU SANTA ARCHIE!! 



 

Please Patronize Our Advertisers! 



 

A Moment in Irish History 

In the Beginning 

The Protestant Reformation that swept Europe in the 16th century was marked by Royal intrigues over control 

of the Roman Church’s wealth, and conflicts over which religion could be practiced. Violence erupted in many 

countries. Elizabeth I declared the Church of England to be the State religion, and considered Ireland part of 

her state. Most Irish did not agree. The Papacy launched a counter-reformation and Ireland became a 

battlefield between the two forces as the Irish, who embraced the Church introduced by St. Patrick, became 

the target of a campaign to reduce Rome’s power by converting the masses to Protestantism. The persistence 

with which the Irish clung to their religion drove the English to extremes in repression. Penal laws 

disenfranchised Irish Catholics from the political, social, and economic life of their own country, and with their 

religion outlawed and their clergy on the run, they became an underground society practicing their religion in 

secret. 

Not surprisingly, secret societies were formed to protect the values under attack. In various locales, groups 

with names like Whiteboys, Ribbonmen, and Defenders were identified with attacks on landlords, but each 

society included in its avowed purpose the protection of the Roman Church and its clergy. As time and 

government prevailed, some societies were suppressed, but most reorganized under a new name for the same 

purpose – defense of faith and homeland. History provides us with the names of many of these organizations, 

and even limited details of some. We know, for example, that the motto of the Defenders in 1565 was 

Friendship, Unity, and True Christian Charity, but the secret manner in which these societies operated left few 

records for modern analysts. As a result, a true history of their times may never be written. 

 

Secret Societies Exported 

What history does tell us however, is that continued oppression and periodic crop failures forced many Irish to 

flee to other lands for survival. The inclination toward secret societies which had developed in Ireland by now 

became an Irish defense mechanism, especially among those emigrants committed to the ethnic slums of the 

lands to which they fled. Initially formed as fraternal associations to promote the welfare of its members and 

families, like the Hibernian Sick and Funeral Society in England, they soon found a militant dimension 

necessary to protect their church and clergy and defend members from bigoted opposition. In early nineteenth 

century America, the Ancient Order of Hibernians with its motto Friendship, Unity, and Christian Charity 

became the most recent link in the evolution of those ancient societies. Organized with the same intention of 

defending Gaelic values under attack, it can claim continuity of purpose and motto unbroken back to the 

Defenders of 1565. The need for a defensive society in America was the same as it was in Ireland. 

Colonial America was an extension of England in language, customs and traditions and though American 

historians claim religious freedom back to William Penn’s Pennsylvania, John Locke’s Carolina, Roger Williams’ 

Rhode Island, and many others, this freedom did not include Catholics. These were still English colonies and 

though the English were willing to accept other Protestant sects, they discriminated against Catholics 

because of a biased belief that Catholics owed their allegiance to a foreign prince – the Pope. By 1700, New 

York’s Catholic population was almost stamped out by drastic penal laws. Then came the Revolution, and in 

spite of the large number of Catholics who supported Washington, the spirit of the leading colonists was still 

intensely anti-Catholic. The first flag raised by the Sons of Liberty in New York was inscribed No Popery. Not 

much changed after independence either. At the Constitutional Convention in 1777, a strong anti-Catholic 

faction was led by John Jay, soon to be first Chief Justice of the United States, who denied civil rights to 

Catholics until they swore an oath renouncing the authority of the Pope. Thereafter, Catholics remained barred 

from public office unless they took that Test Oath. This was the America to which a steady flow of Irish 

Catholics emigrated after the failed rising of 1798 in Ireland. 

 

To be continued next month this article was reprinted from the AOH web site. 


